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‘Our Time’ Lyrics & Connection to VT Education

LYRICS CONNECTION TO VT EDUCATION: ACT 77

Now it’s clear we long for more
Learn to dream, find, explore
Every journey brings us home
A story all our own

•  Young people are inheriting a rapidly changing world that 
they wish to both better understand and shape.

•  Brain research affirms that when learning “sticks,” it is 
usually connected to one’s own interests and dreams. 

Finding purpose, meaning, hope
Uncovering a wider scope
Everyone contributes what
They’ve come to know

•  New Act 77 opportunities heighten relevance in learning, 
and include a wide variety of ways to learn (community-
based internships, virtual and blended learning, etc.).

•  Young people are active and valued partners in their 
education.

Venture from the known
Hallways of the hearts & minds
We know it takes a village
to build a bridge for our time

•  The roles of both students and teachers are changing in 
response to Act 77: Flexible Pathways.

•  Learning is gaining knowledge AND engaging the heart. 
Social and emotional aspects of learning matter.

•   The community - teachers, parents, adult mentors, 
internship advisors, local colleges, etc. - all play a key role 
in this educational shift.

Chorus:

Any time, any place, any pace
Learning who we are, no, it’s not a race
It’s our time, our place, our pace
Choice and voice, we co-create

•  Learning happens at any time of day or night, both during 
and outside of regular school hours. 

•  Learning occurs in a wide variety of community settings in 
addition to the school building.

•  We all learn at different rates. Learning will be measured 
by collecting evidence that the content was mastered (versus 
counting hours in a seat or a one-time test). In this way, all 
students reach their full potential, at their own pace.

•  The opportunities within Act 77 are real and meaningful. 
It is a learning agenda based on best learning practices to 
serve all students.

•  Personalized Learning Plans ensure that students play a 
central role in designing their learning. 

•  The voice of every young person is elevated. Students 
co-create their education in partnership with teachers, 
mentors, and parents/guardians.
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Taking risks without fear
Learner-guide, peer to peer
We all fall before we walk, 
Let’s walk our talk

•  Learning from trial and error is a natural process in order 
to master something new. School cultures are shifting 
so that learners are not penalized by their mistakes and 
therefore feel safe to take risks. For example, students are 
retaking tests they did not do well on, or rewriting papers 
with feedback from teachers and peers. With time, support, 
and practice, all students have the opportunity to “become 
proficient” and can demonstrate that they learned the 
material. 

•  Teachers are shifting their role from “sage on the stage” to 
learning guide. Students are sharing greater responsibility 
for learning.

•  Peer-to-peer reflection and teaching are proven effective 
means to learn.

The way we think is how we grow
Unbound capacity to know
Relationships we trust down deep
Inside our bones

•  Research has proven that one’s belief in oneself as a learner 
has a significant impact on learning. If you believe you can 
learn, you will. If you do not believe in yourself as a learner, 
you block your learning potential. When we understand 
that the brain is like a muscle, and grows with use - that 
we control our intellectual growth and it is not fixed - we 
unlock a previously untapped margin of learning. In this 
way all students rightfully feel a sense of control over their 
lives, and can be hopeful about their futures.

•  The relationship between a teacher and a student (or learner 
and guide) has a powerful impact on learning. 
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