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Deeper understanding of teaching and 
supporting cross curricular standards 
(21st century skills) in the classroom.

Outcomes



Explore resources that support meaningful 
student collaboration and critical thinking.

Outcomes



Conduct an informal self assessment 
of my school’s practice around cross-
curricular standards.

Outcomes



Agenda
Review terms and meaning of cross-curricular standards

Self-assessment: what is my school’s practice in this area?

Examples of deliberate instruction of student collaboration 
and critical thinking

Sample resources

Questions?
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Feedback

Content-Area

Graduation Standards
5–8 standards for each content area

Performance Indicators
5–10 indicators for each cross-curricular and content-
area standard that move students toward proficiency 

and the achievement of graduation standards

Learning Objectives
Learning objectives guide the design of curriculum 

units that move students toward proficiency and the 
achievement of performance indicators

Cross-Curricular

Graduation Standards
5–8 standards taught in all 

content areas

YES

YES

NO

NO

Body of Evidence
Students demonstrate achievement of standards through a 

body of evidence evaluated using common rubrics

Verification of Proficiency
Students demonstrate achievement of content-area 

graduation standards through their aggregate performance 
on summative assessments over time 

Summative Assessment
Graded summative assessments are used to evaluate 

the achievement of performance indicators

Formative Assessment
Ungraded formative assessments are used to 

evaluate student learning progress

Graduation

Requirement
Reporting 

Method

Assessment 

Method
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APPLIED SKILLS

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
DEEPER LEARNER

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

GENERAL COMPETENCIES

MASTERY OBJECTIVES

CROSS CURRICULAR SKILLS

Ways We Discuss Cross-Curricular Standards

SEVEN SURVIVAL SKILLS
WORK HABITS

NON COGNITIVE SKILLS
INTERDISCIPLINARY SKILLS

21ST CENTURY SKILLS
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• Demonstrate ability to work effectively and respectfully 
with diverse teams  

• Exercise flexibility and willingness to be helpful in making 
necessary compromises to accomplish a common goal  

• Assume shared responsibility for collaborative work, and 
value the individual contributions made by each team 
member

The ability to:

What Do We Mean by Collaboration? 
Adapted from the Partnership for 21st Skills (P21)



• Reason effectively 

• Use systems thinking 

• Make judgments and decisions 

• Solve problems 

• Ask the right questions

What Do We Mean by Critical Thinking? 
Adapted from the Partnership for 21st Skills (P21)

The ability to:



The 21st century 
skills can’t be left 
to chance.   

They must be 
taught deliberately.



www.teachingchannel.org/videos/deeper-learning-a-series-overview#



• What does deeper learning look like in a 
classroom?    

• What do you notice about the images that are 
used in this video?

Turn and Talk



www.teachingchannel.org/videos/deeper-learning-a-series-overview#

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/pbl-building-blocks-ntn
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Self Assessment: 
 
Excerpt from Global Best Practices Section 1.3, Academic Expectations  
 
Most units and lessons are thematic, cross-curricular, and explicitly address “21st century skills,” such as finding and organizing 
information to solve problems, planning and conducting long-term investigations, analyzing and synthesizing data, applying 
knowledge and skills in new situations, self-monitoring and self-directing, communicating and writing well, and working independently 
and in teams. Students are given time to investigate ideas in depth, and all students are engaged in long-term projects, exhibitions, 
and other performance-based demonstrations of learning. 
 

1.  How well does this description of a “5” or “performing” school match your own practice or that of your school? 
 
 
 
 

2. Are there structures in place to plan for, teach and assess 21st century skills? 
 
 
 
 

3. How often and in what ways do teachers in your school discuss their practices around teaching 21st century skills?  
 
 
 
 

4. What are some next steps you could take with colleagues at your school to study, plan, and/or implement teaching & 
learning strategies to foster collaboration and critical thinking in your students? 

	



Resources
• Global Best Practices  

• Better Learning Through Structured Teaching: A 
Framework for the Gradual Release of Responsibility, by 
Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey  

• Catalina Foothills, AZ Deeper Learning school resources 

•  New Tech Network collaborative work group contracts   

• Collaborative Routines - tools for classroom teachers   

http://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/global_best_practices.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/113006/chapters/Learning,-or-Not-Learning,-in-School.aspx
http://www.cfsd16.org/public/_century/centMain.aspx?Other=century_overview.htm
http://www.newtechnetwork.org/services/resources/new-tech-network-group-contracts
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5IoktXA0N6PWVotRFdLTXY4eVU/view?usp=sharing


Questions?



THANK YOU
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