Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School of Coventry
Grading Policy

Definition: Standards Based Grading
Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School of Coventry utilizes standards-based educational practices.
In this type of system, grading and grade reporting indicate what a student has learned and is
able to do relative to the content standards.

Purpose

The purpose of grading is to describe a student’s learning regarding how well he/she has
achieved proficiency in the adopted content standards indicated by the content strands. Work
ethic, homework, and other behaviors are indicated separately by the learner quality standards.
It is intended to inform parents and students about learning successes, academic progress, and
to identify areas of improvement,

Guiding Beliefs

1.

The reporting of a student’s academic progress and achievement must be multifaceted,
comprehensive, and varied, incorporating much more than an interim progress report or an
end of marking period report card.

+ An assessment of a student’s performance should reflect his/her authentic learning

{Product), work ethic skills {(Process} and academic progress (Progress).

. Worl ethic, homework, behavior, attendance, timeliness, and other skills/qualities are

integral to the learning process yet need to be distinguished from the reporting of authentic
learning and academic progress. Such qualities are best considered as learner qualities.

. Assigned work that is late or missing, when incorporated into a student’s grade, negatively

impacts that report card grade and delivers an inauthentic and false assessment of the
student’s learning and what he/she is able to do.

. Formative assessments should be considered strong supports to both learning and teaching.

They assist teachers in recognizing deficits in student learning, guide remedial and/or further
instruction, and should not be heavily weighted in the trimester grade reporting.

Assessments should align with the adopted content standards. Summative assessments may
be a better means of gathering an authentic evaluation of a student’s learning,

A grade of a 0 {zero) unjustly skews a student’s summative grade. Therefore, a student
should have multiple opportunities to demonstrate what he/she knows and is able to do.




8. Students should have the opportunity for retaking assessments without penalty in their
content grade.

9. A student’s learning is a shared responsibility between students, teachers, administrators,
and parents.

10. This policy creates consistency in grading practices, specifically providing an equitable
opportunity for all students.

Policy
1. Toinsure that student learning is measured and reported in a more authentic manner,
teachers will grade separately on Product, Process, and Progress.

e Product (Content strands) relates to students’ specific achievements or levels of
performance. They describe what a student knows and is able to do at a particular
point in time relative to the standards addressed for the trimester.

Product .
HE Explanation of Product Grade
Grade
4 Student work exceeds expectations for this trimester.
3 Student work meets expectations for this trimester.
2 Student work approaches but does not meet
expectations for this trimester.
1 Student work is significantly below expectations for this
trimester.
IE Insufficient Evidence - Student did not provide sufficient
evidence to assess student proficiency.
NA Not assessed during this trimester.

e Process (Learner Quality strands) relates to how a student got to the level of
performance; the effort and work habits students demonstrate. The following
learner qualities will receive a Process grade:

Prepared for class
Participates in class
Submits homework on time
Submits work on time
Works well with others

O 0 0O O O

These learner qualities receive a Process grade as follows:



Process Grade | Explanation of Process Grade
4 Always
3 Usually
2 Sometimes
1 Rarely

Progress relates te how much movement an individual student has made
towards the trimester expectations. Movement is based on a student’s gain
from pre-assessment to summative assessment. Progress information is
reported to parents by the use of narrative comment(s) on the report card.

2. A minimum of three assessment opportunities are required to constitute a Product strand

grade.

3. [fthere is insufficient evidence to assess student proficiency for a Product grade, a grade of
IE {Insufficient Evidence) will be assigned, The teacher will notify parents of a student
receiving an IE grade as soon as possible, but no later than the close of trimester (for report
cards) or mid-trimester date {for progress reports.)

a)

Progressive support will be employed as follows:
L.Academic detention may be assigned to make up work.
2.Academic detention(s) may be assigned to resolve the IE status.

b} A student will serve social suspension immediately upon official notification of

receiving an IE status on either the report card or progress report. Social
suspension will remain in effect until the IE status is resolved, but no longer
than thirty (30) school days. Social suspension includes all school activities not
related to curriculum,
The student’s Insufficient Evidence status must be resolved within ten (10)
calendar days after the midpoint of the trimester or within ten {10} calendar
days after the close of the trimester grades. The [E grade carries a .5 numerical
grade until it is resolved within the ten (10) calendar days. If it is not resolved
within the ten (10} day calendar time period, the IE becomes a permanent
numaerical grade of .5 on the report card, {Note: If the tenth day falls on a day of
no school, the work will be due on the first day school resumes.)

Note: This policy clause does not apply to the third trimester; IE grades

will be final and thus translate to o grade of .5.

Priority should be given to the use of summative assessments in determining student

proficiency for a trimester product grade. Formative assessments should be used to inform
instruction and count minimally towards the trimester Product grade. Homewaork, when
identified as an Extension of Learning assighment, can be included in the student’s trimester
product grade but cannot count for more than 25% of the Product grade,




5. A student will be allowed to submit missing assignments (or comparable work) without
penalty to the Product grade. Such behavior can be indicated in the student’s Process
grade.

Note: As indicated in 3¢, assignments assigned within the first half of the trimester must be
submitted no later than 10 calendar days after the midpoint of the trimester. Assignments
assigned within the second half of the trimester must be submitted no later than 10 calendar
days after the close of the trimester grades.

6. A student will be provided with an opportunity(ies) to re-take an assessment or comparable
assessment within ten (10) school days. Excluded from retake are the following
assessments: Pre-assessments, Common Task Assessments, Student Learning Objectives
(SLOs), State Interim Assessments, and any other assessment identified by the school,
district or state.

a) A student must engage in additional learning opportunities to improve his/her
understanding of the content prior to retaking assessments.

b) Re-teaching may be a necessary condition to support additional opportunities
for retaking assessments. Academic detention may be assigned.

c) The grade shall reflect the most recent of the test/re-test performance
assessment related to the student’s learning.

d) A student will be informed of any assessment which is excluded from retake.

7. Indetermining a student’s overall trimester grade, all product strands will be weighted
equally. The median of the product strands will determine the trimester grade. A grade of 2
(Approaching Standard) represents a passing grade.

8. Astudent’s final (year-end) subject grade will be determined by calculating the median of
the trimester subject grades. A grade of 2 represents a passing grade.

9. Teachers will notify the parents of any student who is in danger of failing the trimester, or at
any point when the student’s achievement is significantly declining.

10. Using this policy as a reference, academic departments will develop and distribute, to
students and parents, how students will be assessed and assigned grades within the first
month of school. Specific assessment measures, to include product and process, will be
identified as well as their corresponding weights towards the trimester grade.
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